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Three men accused of 
supporting terrorism in 
the plot to kidnap Mich-
igan’s governor were 
convicted of all charges 
Wednesday in a trial that 
focused on paramilitary 
drills and fierce contempt 
for government ahead of 
the 2020 election.

Joe Morrison, his fa-
ther-in-law Pete Musico, 
and Paul Bellar were 
found guilty of supplying 
“material support” for a 
terrorist act as members 
of a group known as the 
Wolverine Watchmen.

They held gun training 
in rural Jackson County 
with a leader of the kid-
napping scheme, Adam 
Fox, who was disgusted 
with Democratic Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer and 
other officials and said he 
wanted to snatch her.

The trial in state court 
was an offshoot of the 
main case in federal 
court, which produced 
mixed results: conspiracy 
convictions for Fox and 
three others but also two 
acquittals.

Jurors in Jackson, 
Michigan, read and heard 
violent, anti-government 
screeds as well as support 
for the “boogaloo,” a civil 
war that might be trig-
gered by a shocking ab-
duction. Prosecutors said 
COVID-19 restrictions or-
dered by Whitmer turned 
out to be fruit to recruit 
more people to the Watch-
men.

“The facts drip out 
slowly,” state Assistant At-
torney General Bill Roll-
stin told the jury, “and 
you begin to see — wow 
— there were things that 
happened that people 
knew about. ... When you 
see how close Adam Fox 
got to the governor, you 
can see how a very bad 
event was thwarted.”

Morrison, 28, Musico, 
44, and Bellar, 24, were 
also convicted of a gun 
crime and membership in 
a gang. Prosecutors said 
the Wolverine Watch-
men was a criminal en-
terprise.

Morrison, who recently 
tested positive for CO-
VID-19, and Musico were 
emotional as they watched 

the verdicts by video away 
from the courtroom. 
Judge Thomas Wilson 
ordered all three to jail 
while they await sentenc-
ing on Dec. 15.

The verdicts “are fur-
ther proof that violence 
and threats have no place 
in our politics,” said Whit-
mer, who has not partic-
ipated as a trial witness 
or spectator in the state 
or federal cases. “Those 
who seek to sow discord 
by pursuing violent plots 
will be held accountable 
under the law.”

Attorney General Dana 
Nessel, a Democrat in a 
tight race for reelection, 
hailed the outcome and 
praised law enforcement. 
After hearing nine days 
of testimony, the jury de-
liberated Tuesday after-
noon and for less than two 
hours Wednesday.

“Jackson County is not 
known to have, I guess I 
would say, liberal juries. 
They tend to be a conser-
vative bunch,” Nessel said. 
“But I think what they saw 
here was that this is not a 
political matter. ... These 
are individuals that didn’t 
align themselves with any 
party at all. In fact, they 
were just anti-government 
all together.”

Defense attorneys ar-
gued that Morrison, Mu-
sico and Bellar had broken 
ties with Fox by late sum-
mer 2020 when the Whit-
mer plot came into focus. 
Unlike Fox and others, 
they didn’t travel to north-
ern Michigan to scout the 
governor’s vacation home 
or participate in a key 
weekend training session 
inside a makeshift “shoot 
house” in Luther, Michi-
gan.

“In this country you are 
allowed to talk the talk, 
but you only get convicted 
if you walk the walk,” Mu-
sico’s attorney, Kareem 
Johnson, said in his clos-
ing remarks.

D e f e n s e  l a w y e r s 
couldn’t argue entrap-
ment. But they attacked 
the tactics of Dan Chap-
pel, an Army veteran and 
undercover informant. He 
took instructions from 
FBI agents, secretly re-
corded conversations and 
produced a deep cache of 
messages exchanged with 
the men.
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DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIR-
ATES >> Gunmen attacked 
a major Shiite holy site in 
Iran on Wednesday, kill-
ing at least 15 people and 
wounding dozens. The at-
tack came as protesters 
elsewhere in Iran marked 
a symbolic 40 days since a 
woman’s death in custody 
ignited the biggest anti-
government movement in 
over a decade.

State TV blamed the at-
tack on “takfiris,” a term 
that refers to Sunni Mus-
lim extremists who have 
targeted the country’s Shi-
ite majority in the past. 
The attack appeared to be 
unrelated to the demon-
strations.

The official website of 
the judiciary said two gun-
men were arrested and 
a third is on the run af-
ter the attack on the Shah 
Cheragh mosque, the sec-
ond holiest site in Iran. 
The state-run IRNA news 
agency reported the death 
toll and state TV said 40 
people were wounded.

An Iranian news web-
site considered to be close 
to the Supreme National 
Security Council reported 
that the attackers were 
foreign nationals, without 
elaborating.

The Islamic State group 
late Wednesday claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack 
on its Amaq news agency. It 
said an armed IS militant 
stormed the shrine and 
opened fire on its visitors. 
It claimed that some 20 
people were killed and doz-
ens more were wounded.

Such attacks are rare in 
Iran, but last April, an as-
sailant stabbed two clerics 
to death at the Imam Reza 
shrine, the country’s most 
revered Shiite site, in the 
northeast city of Mashhad.

Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi said that who-
ever led and planned the 
attack will “receive a re-
gretful and decisive re-
sponse,” without elaborat-
ing. IRNA quoted Raisi as 
saying, “This evil will defi-
nitely not go unanswered.”

Earlier on Wednes-
day, thousands of protest-
ers had poured into the 
streets of a northwestern 
city to mark the watershed 
40 days since the death 
in custody of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini, whose trag-
edy sparked the protests.

Deaths are commemo-
rated in Shiite Islam — as 
in many other traditions 
— again 40 days later, typ-

ically with an outpouring 
of grief. In Amini’s Kurd-
ish hometown of Saqez, 
the birthplace of the na-
tionwide unrest now roil-
ing Iran, crowds snaked 
through the local cemetery 
and thronged her grave.

“Death to the dictator!” 
protesters cried, according 
to video footage that cor-
responds with known fea-
tures of the city and Aichi 
Cemetery. Women ripped 
off their headscarves, or 
hijabs, and waved them 
above their heads. Other 
videos showed a massive 
procession making its 
way along a highway and 
through a dusty field to-
ward Amini’s grave. There 
were reports of road clo-
sures in the area.

State-linked media re-
ported 10,000 protesters in 
the procession to her grave.

Hengaw, a Kurdish hu-
man rights group, said se-

curity forces fired tear gas 
to disperse demonstrators. 
The semiofficial ISNA news 
agency said security forces 
fired pellets at crowds of 
demonstrators on the out-
skirts of Saqez and pushed 
back demonstrators who 
tried to attack the gover-
nor’s office. It said local in-
ternet access was cut off 
due to “security consider-
ations.”

Earlier in the day, Kurd-
istan Gov. Esmail Zarei 
Koosha insisted that traf-
fic was flowing as normal, 
calling the situation “com-
pletely stable.”

State-run media an-
nounced that schools and 
universities in Iran’s north-
western region would 
close, purportedly to curb 
“the spread of influenza.”

In downtown Tehran, 
the capital, major sections 
of the traditional grand 
bazaar closed in solidarity 

with the protests. Crowds 
clapped and shouted “Free-
dom! Freedom! Freedom!” 
through the labyrinthine 
marketplace.

“This year is a year of 
blood!” they also chanted. 
“(Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei) will be 
toppled!”

Riot police on motor-
bikes were out in force. A 
large group of men and 
women marched through 
the streets, setting trash 
cans ablaze and shouting 
Death to the dictator!” as 
cars honked their support. 
Police unleashed anti-riot 
bullets at protesters in the 
streets and sprayed pel-
lets upward at journalists 
filming from windows and 
rooftops. Anti-government 
chants also echoed from 
the University of Tehran 
campus.

Amini, detained for al-
legedly violating the coun-
try’s strict dress code for 
women, remains the po-
tent symbol of protests that 
have posed one of the most 
serious challenges to the Is-
lamic Republic.

With the slogan #Wom-
anLifeFreedom, the dem-
onstrations first focused 
on women’s rights and 
the state-mandated hijab, 
or headscarf for women. 
But they quickly evolved 
into calls to oust the Shi-
ite clerics that have ruled 
Iran since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution.

The protests have also 
galvanized university stu-
dents, labor unions, prison-
ers and ethnic minorities 
like the Kurds along Iran’s 
border with Iraq.
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People block an intersection during a protest to mark 40 days since the death in custody 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, whose tragedy sparked Iran’s biggest antigovernment 
movement in over a decade, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2022. 
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Iranian police arrive to disperse a protest to mark 40 days 
since the death in custody of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, 
whose tragedy sparked Iran’s biggest antigovernment 
movement in over a decade, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, 
Oct. 26, 2022. 

By Todd Richmond
The Associated Press

MADISON, WIS. >> A Wiscon-
sin man was convicted 
Wednesday of killing six 
people and injuring dozens 
of others when he drove his 
SUV through a Christmas 
parade, wrapping up a trial 
in which he defended him-
self with bizarre legal the-
ories and erratic outbursts.

It took the jury a little 
over three hours to find 
Darrell Brooks guilty of all 
76 charges, including six 
counts of first-degree inten-
tional homicide. He faces a 
mandatory life sentence on 
each homicide count.

Brooks, dressed in a suit 
and tie, silently rested his 
head on folded hands as the 
verdicts were read. His sub-
dued demeanor was a stark 
departure from previous 
days of the trial, when his 
sometimes-outrageous be-
havior drew rebukes from 
the judge.

Judge Jennifer Dorow 
scheduled a hearing Mon-
day to set a sentencing date. 
Victims and their families 
are expected to make state-
ments then.

Tyler Pudleiner, who 
was performing with the 
Waukesha South High 
School band when he was 
hit by Brooks’ SUV, told re-
porters Wednesday that the 
convictions will help all the 
victims heal.

“One of the things that 
I’ve said throughout this 
is we’re stronger than 
(Brooks), and it’s been 
proven today,” Pudleiner 
said.

Brooks drove his Ford Es-
cape into the Christmas pa-
rade in Waukesha in subur-
ban Milwaukee on Nov. 21 
moments after f leeing a 
domestic disturbance with 
his ex-girlfriend, prosecu-
tors said.

Killed were 8-year-
old Jackson Sparks, who 
was marching in the pa-
rade with his baseball 
team; Leanna Owen, Vir-
ginia Sorenson and Ta-
mara Durand, members 
of the Dancing Grannies, 
a group of grandmothers 
that dances in parades; 
Wilhelm Hospel, husband 
to a surviving Dancing 
Grannies member; and 
Jane Kulich, described by 
her family as a die-hard 

Green Bay Packers fan. 
Scores of other people were 
hurt, some severely.

The incident left deep 
scars on the community 
of 70,000 people about 16 
miles (25 kilometers) west 
of Milwaukee. Community 
members built memorials 
to the dead and held vigils.

The anger was still raw 
Wednesday; someone in the 
gallery yelled “burn in hell” 
as the verdicts were read. 
Vehicles passing the court-
house honked their horns 
in celebration, WITI-TV re-
ported.

Brooks pleaded not guilty 
by reason of mental disease 
earlier this year but with-
drew the plea before his 
trial began with no expla-
nation.

Days before the trial 
started, he dismissed his 
public defenders, electing 
to represent himself despite 
overwhelming evidence 
against him. Police offi-
cers and paradegoers testi-
fied they saw Brooks behind 
the wheel of the SUV. Dis-
trict Attorney Susan Opper 
presented several photos of 
Brooks driving the vehicle 
to the jury.
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PRICE CHANGE COMING TO TYNGSBOROUGH’S COMMUNITY CHOICE
ELECTRICITY PROGRAM

Program rate still 60% lower than local utility’s Basic Service rate this winter

TYNGSBOROUGH, MA – Tyngsborough’s Community Choice Power Supply Program will experience a price adjustment to accommodate a
larger number of participating consumers than originally anticipated. The Town’s current aggregation rates will increase by $0.02737 per
kWh effective with the December 2022 meter reads and remain fixed through November 2024, when the current contract ends.

Importantly, the rate residents and small businesses pay will continue to remain below National Grid’s Basic Service rate. The Program’s
adjusted rate for its standard product is 60 percent lower than National Grid’s winter Residential Basic Service rate of $0.33891 per kWh and
58 percent lower than National Grid’s winter Commercial Basic Service price of $0.32287 per kWh. Participating residents can expect
to see an average savings of $121 per month on their electricity supply for the months of November 2022 through April 2023 (based on
average usage of 600 kWh per month).

The Tyngsborough Community Choice Power Supply Program continues to provide local ratepayers with two different options for
their electricity:

• The Standard Plan meets Massachusetts’ minimum renewable energy requirements.
• The Optional Plan uses 100% National Wind Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs).

The Program’s initial cost per kilowatt hour and adjusted cost per kilowatt hour are detailed in the chart below.

Tyngsborough Community Choice Program Product Rate Per Kilowatt Hour

Product Current Rate Per kWh Price Increase Per kWh New Rate Per kWh

Standard $0.10943 $0.02737 $0.13680

Optional $0.11318 $0.02737 $0.14055

Increased Local Control, Price Stability

Tyngsborough launched its electricity program in November 2017 in an effort to develop an energy program that would be affordable and
stable. The creation of Tyngsborough’s energy program has allowed for greater control over the price and environmental characteristics of
the electricity residents use. To date, approximately 150 Massachusetts communities have created their own community choice electricity
programs to benefit residents.

For added consumer protection, there are no enrollment, early termination, or cancellation fees attached to the Tyngsborough electricity
program. However, anyone switching from a contract with a third-party supplier may be subject to penalties or early termination fees
charged by that supplier. Ratepayers should verify terms before switching.

To join the Town’s Program, you may visit colonialpowergroup.com/tyngsborough and click the OPT-IN button, then fill out and submit
the OPT-IN Form. You should have your National Grid bill handy in order to provide some required information. Enrollments can only be
processed on meter reads so it may take one or two billing cycles before taking effect.

Basic Service rates change twice a year or more, depending on rate class. As a result, the aggregation rate may not always be lower than
the Basic Service rate. The goal of the aggregation is to deliver savings over the life of the program against National Grid Basic Service.
However, such savings and future savings cannot be guaranteed.

National Grid has several programs to help income-eligible families and customers needing special assistance meet their energy needs.
To learn more, visit nationalgridus.com/MA-Home/Bill-Help/Payment-Assistance-Programs.

For additional information about the Tyngsborough Community Choice Power Supply Program, visit colonialpowergroup.com/tyngsborough
or call (866) 485-5858 ext. 1.
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